
HAMBLETON  DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 
Report To: Licensing and Appeals Hearings Panel 
  1 September 2017 
 
From: Director of Law and Governance (Monitoring Officer) 
 
Subject: APPLICATION FOR THE RENEWAL OF A HACKNEY CARRIAGE VEHICLE 

LICENCE - MR JAMES ARMSTRONG – HC87 
 
 
 
1.0 SUMMARY 
 
1.1 Members are asked to consider whether or not to grant an application for the renewal of a 

hackney carriage vehicle licence. 
 
2.0 PROCEDURE 
 
2.1 The procedure for licensing hearings is attached as an Annex to the Agenda. 
 
3.0 LICENCE STATUS 
 
3.1 Since 18th November 2015, Mr James Armstrong has held a hackney carriage vehicle 

licence (plate number HC87) in respect of a Mercedes E270 CDI, vehicle registration 
mark H13 AYP. The licence is due to expire on 31st October 2017.  

 
3.2 On 27th July 2017, James Armstrong applied to renew the hackney carriage vehicle 

licence pertaining to the vehicle. A copy of the application form is attached at Annex A. 
 
3.3 All applicants are required to produce the following documents before a licence will be 

renewed: 
   

• a current MOT Certificate;  
• proof that the licensing authority’s testing arrangements have been satisfied (i.e. a test 

paper completed and signed by a Hambleton-based VOSA-accredited testing station); 
and 

• a current vehicle insurance certificate or cover note which includes the carriage of 
passengers for private hire; 

 
3.4 The applicant has produced the requisite documents listed in 3.3 and copies are attached 

at Annexes B, C & D. The documents have been accepted and validated by licensing 
officers. 

 
3.5 The MOT history of the vehicle has been taken from the GOV.UK website and is attached 

at Annex E. 
 
3.6 The most recent MOT certificate shows that, on 24th October 2016, the recorded mileage 

was 58,157 miles. 
 
3.7 According to the registration document, attached at Annex F, the vehicle in question was 

first registered on 6th August 2004 (13 years ago). 
 
3.8 On 27th July 2017, Mr Armstrong also provided a record of the service history for the 

vehicle in question. The record is attached at Annex G. 
 



3.9 On 15th February 2017, five months before submitting his application, Mr Armstrong sent a 
letter to the Licensing Team to support his subsequent application and to provide reasons 
for the council to grant the licence on the basis of the individual circumstances of his case. 
Mr Armstrong sent a further letter to the Licensing Team in support of his application on 
27th July 2017. Copies of the letters are attached at Annex H. 

 
4.0 POLICY CONSIDERATIONS 
 
4.1 In carrying out its licensing functions, the Panel should have regard to the council’s 

Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Licensing Policy. 
 
4.2 In accordance with paragraph 2.2.1 of the policy, the council will generally only grant a 

licence in respect of a hackney carriage vehicle if it is less than 10 years old at the time of 
the application. For these purposes, the age of the vehicle shall be taken from the date of 
first registration. The vehicle in question surpassed this general age limit in August 2014. 

 
4.3 The Licensing Committee approved the adoption of an age policy on 11th February 2016 

having satisfied itself that it was appropriate to promote public safety, reliability and 
improved high standards of hackney carriage and private hire services in the district. 

 
4.4 The council’s policy can (and is generally likely to) affect the outcome of the decision in 

most cases and this is entirely lawful. The policy is a means of securing a consistent 
approach to individual cases. 

 
4.5 Each case must be considered in the light of the policy but not so that the policy 

automatically determines the outcome1. 
 
4.6 According to the minutes of the meeting on 11th February 2016, the Licensing Committee 

acknowledged that the policy allowed exceptions to the general rule by placing a 
requirement on the licensing authority to consider each application on its individual merits 
and to depart from the general policy where the specific circumstances of a case justify 
making an exception. 

 
4.7 The onus is on the applicant to demonstrate that any such exception should be made2. 
 
5.0 DETERMINATION BY THE PANEL 
 
5.1 Members are advised to take one of the following steps: 
  

5.1.1 The Panel may conclude that the specific circumstances of the applicant’s 
individual case justify making an exception from the general policy, in which case, 
the Panel may grant the application; or 

 
5.1.2 The Panel may refuse to renew the licence on the grounds of any reasonable 

cause. 
 

 
Background papers: Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Licensing Policy 
 Procedure for Licensing Hearings 
Author ref: SF 
Contact: Simon Fisher 
 Principal Licensing Officer 
 Direct Line No: (01609) 767209  

                       
1 R v Hampshire County Council, ex p W [1994] ELR 460 
2 R v Crown Court at Sheffield, ex p Consterdine (1998) [2002] L.L.R. 712 
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